
Mrs. Tomlinson’s Class Updates              
March 2019 

Can you believe it’s March already??  February flew by with some snow days, a  

Valentine’s Day party, and the Hidden Valley ski trip!  Only nine school days  

until spring break! 

Where did the time go?  These last few months of the year will fly by,  

so hold on!   

This month’s book project is to read a nonfiction book. The project  

will be assigned today, March 1.  After students read the book, they will  

follow directions to complete a mini book about the topic  

(please no biographies, as we’ve already done biographies this year).  The 

project is due March 29th. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 Book orders, if interested, will be due on March 8th 

 Steger elective form due to me by March 8th  

 Springfield permission slip/$21 due by or before March 14th 

 Nonfiction book project due March 29th 

 Camp Wyman forms and payment of $150 due May 3rd 

 

 A big part of 5th grade focuses on learning to be responsible and  

independent.  I challenge you, as a parent, to help your child with this during 

this school year!  I encourage you to resist bringing up forgotten items  

(backpacks, homework, lunch boxes, instruments, etc.), even if you feel it’s  

your fault (which I know we all do at times)!    Your child will learn to solve 

problems and take responsibility for the consequences in your absence. 

As I’m writing this we only have about 53 days of school left and lots 

to do before then:  Spring Break, MAP testing (late April/early May), a field 

trip to Springfield, Illinois, Field Day, and our 5th Grade Party (May 22nd)!  

I think these next days and weeks will be a whirlwind for the kids  

(and myself)!  

      As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me any time at 918-4232 or 

tomlinson.kristen@wgmail.org 

 

 
 

 
 

                              

 

Math 
We are wrapping up the unit that focused on large 

number multiplication and division.  The next unit 

develops students’ ideas about modeling situations 

that involve two varying quantities and about 

analyzing patterns and relationships to solve real-

world and mathematical problems. Students work 

with arithmetic patterns and relationships 

represented in tables, graphs, and equations, using 

letters to represent unspecified quantities.  This 

unit focuses on using coordinate graphs, ordered 

pairs, tables, and symbolic notation to model real 

world and mathematical situations. Students work 

both with situations that follow patterns, allowing 

predictions of future values. 

Science  

We will conclude our study of chemistry and 

matter shortly. 
Social Studies 
We will begin with a brief study on early explorers.  

Students will be able to explain how human beings learn, 

modify, and adapt their cultures, study the past so that 

they can understand their historical roots and locate 

themselves in time, understand how institutions are 

created, maintained, and changed and these institutions 

affect their lives, understand how power, authority, and 

governance function in societies and affect their lives, 

understand how global interdependence affects societies 

and cultures, and be able to explain how to participate in 

society. Next we will begin a new focus on Foundations of 

America (colonization, Declaration of Independence, 

Revolutionary War, and the Constitution).  Students will be 

able to explain how human beings learn, modify, and adapt 

their cultures, study the past so that they can understand 

their historical roots and locate themselves in time, 

understand how institutions are created, maintained, and 

changed and these institutions affect their lives, 

understand how power, authority, and governance function 

in societies and affect their lives, understand how global 

interdependence affects societies and cultures, and be able 

to explain how to participate in society.  

Reading  

 In the current reading unit, Argument and 

Advocacy:  Researching Debatable Issues, students 

will analyze perspective by naming the point of view 

and discuss how the author’s point of view probably 

affects the slant in which the information is 

presented or the choice of information, note when 

the texts show different points of view, and write 

reasons why the narrator probably thinks/feels as 

s/he did (when possible).  As a reminder, students 

are to read 20 minutes each day outside of school.  

They should also be reading a nonfiction book for 

the March book project. 

Writing 
We have been working on The Research-Based Argument 

Essay.  We will do one topic together as a class as we learn 

how to take notes, cite sources, gather data from both 

perspectives and how to structure the opinion essay.  After 

we complete the process as a class, students will choose 

their own topic to research and then independently write an 

opinion essay. 

 

       HAPPY                  

   BIRTHDAY! 

         Sadie  

      & Lennon 

Conversation Starters! 
~What is your opinion about chocolate 

milk-tell 3 reasons to support your 

argument. 

~Explain our “mystery powders” 

experiment! 

~What is NCADA? 

~What are talking about in our read 

aloud, Wonder? 
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